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The Gender Gap in Political Participation:
A JGSS-2003 data-based Analysis of Political Resources and Political Involvement

Yuka TAKEDA
Department of Sociology
Doshisha University

This paper aims to explore the factors of the gender gap in political participation. The analysis
based on JGSS-2003 data found that the indirect relationship between gender and political
participation is explained by women's weak interest in politics, lower participation-oriented attitude,
lower sense of political efficacy, and lower ratio of participation in the labor market. Those three
political attitudes are also determined by socio-economic factors and socia attitudes, such as
education, age, occupation, group activity and gender-role attitudes.

From these findings, the author discusses 1) how gender-role attitudes influence on political
attitudes, 2) what factors have strong effect on women’s political behaviors, and 3) what relations
there are between group activity and political participation.
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